It is culture bound to a high degree, and if carelessly used, it can lead us to mistake form for content. These points will be made clearer as we get into discussion of the data.
Lastly, it is hoped that this paper succeeds in one further purpose, which is to inject a feminist consciousness into the analysis of the position of women in modern Taiwan. By [5] &dquo;feminist&dquo; I mean a heightened awareness of problems shared by women across cultural boundaries and class lines, at different stages of economic development and under differing political systems. The (Snow, 1967: 241-242), Cai Chang recalls.
More than 1000 women leaders were killed in that year alone in all of China-not all were Communists, some were bourgeois and there were many students, but all were revolutionary leaders ... General Ho Ch'ien [sic] in my home province Hunan was the cruellest of all. He tied men to horses and split their limbs. And when girls were arrested in Hunan, they were stripped naked, nailed on crosses and their noses and breasts cut off before they were killed. This was done officially by gendarmes under command of their officers. After girl students were beheaded, their heads were put into men's coffins, and the gendarmes said: &dquo;You have your free love now!&dquo; If girls and men happened to be killed at the same time their heads were exchanged on their bodies. The girls' bodies were always horribly mutilated. In Hunan and Canton, Communists were not shot but beheaded with swords-girls the same. During the execution, the parents were often forced to stand witness and not permitted to cry.
[7]
After the Canton Commune at least two hundred to three hundred girls were killed. It is actually true that if a girl had bobbed hair she was subject to execution as a Communist in Hunan and Canton.
In an interview in the early 1930s with Agnes Smedley, a woman leader identified as Chang Siao-hung gives the following description (Smedley, 1933: (Snow, 1967: 136-137 (Chiang, 1935) . It was at this time that Chiang looked to Germany, rather than the Soviet Union, as a model. He admired the strength he saw there, which he attributed to a moral code similar to that urged by Confucian thought (Chiang, 1935: 41 Wei, 1943 213-219; Hahn, 1941 [Soong, 1938. 315-321 ] In an undated article from the same period, Madame (Soong, 1938: 345) . Given the social background of the times, surely it was the girl's father who had to be induced by whatever means to give permission. (Yang, 1964) (Yang, 1964 337-346 (China Yearbook, 1969 (China Yearbook, 1969 (China Yearbook, 1969 Diamond, 1973a Diamond, , 1973b .) The sample was designed to match two life-styles, not to reflect the actual distribution in the population. Of In terms of actual household organization, the two groups present some differences. Most live in nuclear families, but in the case of more complex organization, it is the housewives who are more &dquo;modern&dquo; and the employed women who are more [21] traditional. In other words, the women with outside jobs are the more likely to have their in-laws or own parent co-resident (see Diamond, 1973b Be that as it may, most of the women claimed they had few friends, and these were mainly women known before marriage. Sociability in Taiwan is somewhat difficult for both sexes, however. Grichting's (1971) (Grichting, 1971, 279, 289, 290, 232 ).
This element of caution warrants some further discussion and elaboration. E.-K. Yeh, the psychiatrist, comments in a recent article on &dquo;the prevailing defensive and distrustful behavior among Taiwanese&dquo; (which includes mainlanders living in Taiwan). He attributes this phenomenon to the strict political control and the general political atmosphere which inclines people to caution in personal interaction to avoid being &dquo;cheated&dquo; or betrayed. As he puts it (Yeh, 1972: 337-338 These tasks place more of a burden on the housewives because of demographic factors. Limitations on family size were more assiduously or successfully pursued by the working wives, half of whom had one or two children, three-quarters of whom had three or fewer children. In contrast, 44% of the housewives had four or more children and another 28% had at least three. If properly spaced out, the responsibilities of motherhood can thus stretch over some 25 or 30 years until the youngest child enters college. And that is the span of time that most housewives have in mind when they say, &dquo;Perhaps I will look for a job when my youngest child is grown up.&dquo; They really mean that they are out of the job market permanently.
Their days are spent absorbed with the children, with household tasks, with make-work and solitary recreations. Only eleven women in the entire sample said that in their free time during the day they would ordinarily visit a friend. Almost all had television sets, and almost half watched from three to five hours a day (most of the watchers were, of course, housewives) in their free time. Others spent their &dquo;free time&dquo; doing handicrafts, finding additional household chores to do, playing with the children, or reading novels and magazines.
As was said earlier in this section, there is a certain amount of diffuse dissatisfaction and ambivalence about roles among the women in this group. The housewives, many of whom came from large families or smaller communities, now have to cope [32] with isolation, loneliness, and a feeling that many of the tasks they perform are boring and held in disregard-even servants will not do them any longer.
Those who are working have found a solution to the problems of loneliness and uselessness which most of them consciously identify with the housewife role. But at the same time, they are guilt ridden and anxious that they are failing to fulfill their required roles as mothers and homemakers, even when they are able to recruit other women as surrogates for those tasks.
A FEMINIST STATEMENT
We have pointed to some evidences that women are not totally convinced that the nuclear family/housewife model is the most satisfying or worthwhile. Another kind of indicator is the success of a relatively new magazine, The Women (Funü zachi), which in a quiet way has addressed itself to feminist issues. During the early 1970s it ran articles on such subjects as the need for day-care centers, women's legal rights, the women's movement in other countries, abortion and birth control, and presented models of career women and suggestions of career lines for women beyond the stereotypically acceptable ones. In 1972, a feminist group was formed at National Taiwan University among students and younger faculty women, and I am told that similar groups are quietly operating elsewhere. In 1974 a book on the &dquo;new feminism,&dquo; taking an understandably moderate stance, was published by one of the leaders of the National Taiwan University group (Lu, 1974) . Though to those of us who have been in the women's movement in the United .
States the author's criticisms of social and economic discrimination seem restrained, she has apparently been under attack and her position interpreted to mean that she favors &dquo;open sex&dquo; and the abolition of the family. Neither of these extreme positions is anywhere evident in the book. Most significant is that small number of women who manage to maintain a [13] working life outside the home without being forced to it by economic need and who support the idea of an equalitarian marriage, despite the heavy weighting of the mass media against these ideas. That they exist, that they continue to exist and set an alternative model for others, is an indicator of the felt shallowness of the role that is officially and popularly assigned to women. However, most of the women in the Taiwan work force are there out of necessity, and many are only temporarily in the work force.
Despite the official proclamations that men and women enjoy equality in Taiwan, many women suspect that this is not the case, or are sure it is not. The disappearance of the joint and extended family unit as a desired model fails to solve the basic problem, which is that of women's relationship to the rest of humanity (men). The rejection of the complex family unit does nothing to change the relationship between men and women in the economic and political world, and very little to change their relationship in the domestic sphere. The question of male chauvinism is clouded over and hidden by the supposition that the oppression of women within the traditional Chinese family stemmed mainly from other women. This is not to deny the real tensions and antagonisms that often existed between mothersin-law and daughters-in-law, or between sisters-in-law, but it is possible that these have been exaggerated or overemphasized by Western as well as Chinese scholars. The older women in the household might in many cases identify with the young newcomer and welcome her companionship (in some cases the only adult female companionship available once their own daughters married). In the case of cross-cousin marriages with mother's brother's daughter, the older woman would be welcoming her own kinswoman into the household. The crucial role played by women in the selection of a daughter-in-law also mitigates against the possibilities of antagonism and rivalry, since it puts on them the responsibility for the choice. Older women and daughters-in-law may also share an interest in the care of the next generation, which brings the daughter-in-law into a relationship of dependency rather than rivalry.
[34]
The family situation described in &dquo;Gold Flower's Story,&dquo; for example (Belden, 1970. 275-307) , makes clear that the abuse and terror inflicted on the young woman in her marital home stem from her husband and father-in-law and not from the mother-in-law, who is described as a sick and passive woman. She is beaten, starved, and denied the creature comforts, and when the village is liberated, it is her father-in-law who is hauled up for criticism and threats of retaliation. At the same time, we must keep in mind that there were women so brutalized by the treatment they received, at whoever's hands, that they lived for the day when they could retaliate and inflict similar suffering on others. Inflicting it on men was impossible; but they could turn on their adopted daughters, their daughers-in-law, or perhaps even their own children. Tsui et al., 1972) .
Finally, we return to the assumption that male-female equality is achieved through basing marriage on love, mutual attraction, and choice, which, whatever the realities may be, is the way that modern marriages are defined in Taiwan (as in most other parts of the industrial world). Although these elements may be necessary to an equalitarian relationship between husbands and wives, they are not sufficient to ensure [39] In an earlier paper (Diamond, 1973a) I raised the point originally discussed by Boserup (1970) that greater involvement of women in the work force has its positive aspects, rather than the often-assumed negative one of creating unemployment for men. One of the advantages of employing women throughout the labor force is that it puts a brake on rural-urban migration, keeping some educated persons in the rural areas and smaller cities and towns to spearhead progress. In addition, it relieves the pressure on public investment in the growing cities to provide housing, electricity, water, sanitation, schools, hospitals, and the like. Two-income households pay more in taxes [42] and also have more money for consumer spending and savings. Households with employed wives also tend to have lower birth rates. The net effect is that urbanization proceeds at a slower pace with less of a gap between metropolis and hinterland, and with less strain and dislocation. I think there is no doubt that the adjustment of male household heads to modem urban living has been relatively smooth (aside from certain tensions over the high cost of living and the difficulties of stretching a single salary to meet all family needs). Little has been said about the effects of modem urban living on the wives of these men, and since society encompasses all members, it would be fair to say that the new life-styles are difficult and sometimes quite painful for half of the adult population.
The government in Taiwan 
